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Scientists discover prehistoric Jamaican 'ninja’ bird

Scientists from Yale University and the Smithsonian Institution in the United States, have discovered a prehistoric
flightless Jamaican bird which used its club-like wings as weapons.

Skeletons of the chicken-sized Xenicibis xympithecus were found in the Red Hills Fissure cave deposits in Saint The
prehistoric Xenicibis used its wings like two clubs hinged at the wrist joint in order to swing at and attack one another.
(HNustration: Nicholas Longrich/Yale University)

Andrew. Paleontologist Nicholas Longrich believes that the bird would have swung its upper arm to strike its enemies
with its unusually thick hand bones. Longrich said he was unaware of any other species that used its body as a flail. "I
sometimes compare these things to nunchucks, which | guess would make this a ninja bird, although perhaps a better
analogy would be a pair of baseball bats &mdash; they were actively swung rather than moving passively like a flail or
nunchaku," he told the Christian Science Monitor. Another unusual characteristic of the bird, according to the research,
was that it became flightless despite the presence of a number of predators, including the Jamaican yellow boa, a small
extinct monkey and more than a dozen birds of prey. Among the recently discovered skeletons, the researchers found
two wing bones that showed evidence of fighting, including a fractured hand bone and a broken centimetre-thick upper
arm bone. They said that the damage was proof of the 'extreme force' the birds were able to generate.
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